
368 MISCELLANEA.

Nebuchadnezzar the Great belongs has long been thought
to be Chaldean, and as Mr. Boutflower remarks: " The
name of one of the gods JSTebo or Merodach is found to
form an element in the name of every prince of the family
of Nabopolassar, and we have thus a further proof of the
Chaldean origin of that family."

THE CHALDEANS OF THE BOOK OF DANIEL.

In a further article (January, 1904) the Rev. C. Boutflower
continues his studies of the subject. He points out that it is
a mistake to regard the word Chaldean as having ever been
equivalent to ' astrologer,' or any similar term, in Babylonia
itself—this usage was only current among the nations with
which the Babylonians came into contact. The Babylonian
kings, moreover (even those regarded as being of Chaldean
race), never speak of themselves as being Chaldeans. It
therefore seemed well-nigh impossible to identify personages
of Chaldean nationality in the inscriptions of Babylonia.
Mr. Boutflower suggests, with a considerable amount of
probability, that Chaldea was known by the term used
elsewhere to designate its chief state, namely, ' the Country
of the Sea.' A very striking tablet, of which he gives
a translation, affords, by the personal names which it
contains, a noteworthy contribution to the confirmation of
this view. These are Nabft-etir-napsati, the governor of the
Country of the Sea; Nabu-suzziz-anni, the deputy-governor
of the same place; Marduk-iriba, the mayor of Erect;
Imbi-Sin, priest of Ur; Bel-uballit, the governor of ' the
other side'; and a few more whose owners apparently do
not belong to that district. Here, in addition to names
implying Chaldean nationality, we have mention of a district
admittedly forming a part of Chaldea in its restricted sense.

If ' the Land of the Sea' be the usual Babylonian
designation of Chaldea, this throws a very interesting light
upon the poetical inscription which I have called the Legend
of Chedorlaomer. We have there a statement that a deity
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BABYLONIAH CREATION-STORY. 369

whose name is doubtful caused a personage named Ibe-Tutu1

(a name probably meaning, ' Speak, Merodach') to enter
within Tiamtu, the country of the sea, and that he founded
there la-subat-su, 'not his seat,' apparently meaning a pseudo
or temporary capital. If this inscription really refers to
Chedorlaomer, or goes back in any way to early times, as
its archaic poetical form implies, it gives to the Chaldeans
in Babylonia a very respectable antiquity, and in that case
the phrase ' Ur of the Chaldees' would not have been an
anachronism even in the time of Abraham. Judging from
the Assyrian inscriptions, the Babylonians did not like the
Chaldeans, though they had to acknowledge their rule, and
if the latter attained their power and influence at the early,
date for which Mr. Boutflower contends, the reason why
the Babylonians were called Chaldeans by the nations around
is clear.

TALMUDISCHE UND MIDRASCHISCHE PARALT/ELEN ZUM

BABYLONISCHEN WELTSCHOPFTJNGSEPOS.

An interesting article thus entitled has been con-
tributed by Dr. S. Daiches to the Zeitschrift fur Assyriologie,
vol. xvii, 1903. As is now well known, the legend of
the fight between Bel and the Dragon, as recounted
in the Babylonian story of the Creation, had acquired
currency among the Hebrews, as also, in all probability,
among the nations of Western Asia in general, at a com-
paratively early date, and references to details of the story
are found in Isaiah, the Psalms, and the Book of Job. It
was therefore to be expected that something would be said
about it in the Jewish commentaries on the Old Testament,
and what is stated in the Midrash rdbba, Parsha Korach,
sect. 18, is given in full by the author of the paper. From

1 Ibe as the transcription of the first element is that generally preferred, but.
Ine-Tutu is also possible, as given in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society
for October, 1903, p. 843. The text published by "Weissbach, which is there
referred to, shows that ' the land of the sea' was at one time ruled by a Kassite
dynasty.
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